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Synopsis

A groundbreaking exploration of the remarkable women in Native American communities. Too often
ignored or underemphasized in favor of their male warrior counterparts, Native American women
have played a more central role in guiding their nations than has ever been understood. Many
Native communities were, in fact, organized around women’s labor, the sanctity of mothers, and the
wisdom of female elders. In this well-researched and deeply felt account of the Ojibwe of Lake
Superior and the Mississippi River, Brenda J. Child details the ways in which women have shaped
Native American life from the days of early trade with Europeans through the reservation era and
beyond.The latest volume in the Penguin Library of American Indian History, Holding Our World
Together illuminates the lives of women such as Madeleine Cadotte, who became a powerful
mediator between her people and European fur traders, and Gertrude Buckanaga, whose postwar
community activism in Minneapolis helped bring many Indian families out of poverty. Drawing on
these stories and others, Child offers a powerful tribute to the many courageous women who

sustained Native communities through the darkest challenges of the last three centuries.
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Customer Reviews

A captivating historical presentation of the Ojibwe women in communities that settled the Great
Lakes area of the United States, this book by Ms. Child is a chronicle of change and survival. She

chronicles family and physical changes in geography from early settlements, to fur trading, to



reservations, culminating with urban migration. An important view for women'’s studies, this
collection of research demonstrates how the Ojibwe women, with children in tow, took charge of the
wild rice economy, became interpreters and wives of fur traders, and entered into industrial
occupations even as their tribal ways were diminishing. The women "inhabited a world in which the
earth was gendered female, and they played powerful roles as healers. They organized labor within
their community and held property rights over water, making decisions and controlling an essential
part of the seasonal economy."Ms. Child presents an easy to read historical perspective that
highlights the Ojibwe’s perseverance and struggle for cultural survival from the 1800’s, to present
day urban migration. This tribal community, like many others, found itself victimized by treaties
never honored, pushed onto reservations of dwindling sizes, and taxed unfairly as other "predators”
wished them gone. The author presents the data and historical documents to back up her
claims."Even the earliest Ojibwe women who married European fur traders worked to maintain the
relationships... and 'remained consonant with indigenous behavioral standards,” because their
children, extended family, and community depended on the ability of traders to procure goods and
services and affirm alliances with indigenous people of the Great Lakes region." (p.
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